WVTA President’s Report presented at the AGM on 4 February 2011
Georgina began by referring to the diary of 2010 events, which had been made available to members that evening.  We had had another busy and varied year of meetings.  

The highlight of the year had been the visit in May of nearly 40 of our Valognais friends.  Thanks to the weather the weekend was very enjoyable, and after the Mayor’s reception at the Town Hall, we had an excellent dinner at Horton & Chalbury Village Hall.  Sunday included a visit to Kingston Lacy, where we were lucky to have the services of a French-speaking guide.  A tea with Dorset Apple Cake completed the successful visit.  We had celebrated our 42nd anniversary in style.

Sadly, last year we said good-bye to members on both sides of the Channel.  From Wimborne, Michael Hodkinson, Judy Holford, Rosemary George and Sue Downing, all of whom had supported us over the years.  From Valognes, Marthe Davy, whose husband, a Town Councillor, had been a member at the inaugural meeting in 1968, and Jeanne Pla, who stayed with Jenny & Ian Lawrie.  We will remember them.

One of the aims of our constitution is to foster friendships between the two towns, not only with our members but also with the younger generation.  This last year we saw pupils from QE visiting Lycee Henri Cornat and other schools and the students from France visiting here.  I hope the friendships will continue, and perhaps we may have future members from these students.  We have also helped Wimborne First School link up with a school in Valognes.

Now we look forward to another year and hope we shall have your continued support.  Our group visit to Valognes will begin on 16th September, as Bernard has an exhibition of his work at Cherbourg’s prestigious Musee Thomas Henri.  The exhibition starts on that date until November but they are going to open at 6.30 on the evening of the 16th to enable us to have a private viewing.  Bernard was very touched to receive so many cards from many of us on his 80th birthday – the Grainger Quartet took him and Marie-Paule out for a  meal.

When booking for events, we should be glad if you would kindly remember to send Jan a stamped, addressed envelope; occasionally some people forget and Jan posts the tickets herself but as the postage is going up, I would prefer that Jan did not have to buy extra stamps – she never claims for them.

This year we hope to start Petanque at Redcotts – so if you are interested we shall begin on Monday, 2nd May.  Even if you have never played before, come along.  We have boules for newcomers and it is easy to learn – more information in the next Newsletter.

I must finish by thanking my Committee.  They have all worked hard to make the year a success.  Three members have decided to resign – Jenny Lawrie, who has organised the raffle for the last five years and Sue Hayter, who has given us support at all meetings; both Jenny and Sue have helped greatly with the food.  Norman Payne is resigning as well but will continue with the Newsletter and exchanges.  I thank them and all the Committee – without them we would not be here today.  And now back to tonight’s business.

